
« THE DISABILITY ROAD MAP »
( w o r k i n g  t i t l e )

Samuel Habib, a young man with complex disabilities, navigates the path to work, college, relationships, and moving 
out of his family home, while he seeks out wisdom from a diverse mix of remarkable people across the country.

a feature-length documentary by

DAN & SAMUEL HABIB



Samuel, 20, is a high school graduate, attends community college, and has won awards for his film production and advocacy. Due to 
a rare genetic disorder, Samuel uses a wheelchair for mobility and a communication device to convey his thoughts and ideas. Like 
many other young adults, he wants to move out of his parents’ house, explore romantic relationships, and attend college.

»  »  »  »
 »

»»

« m e e t  s a m u e l »  »  »



Samuel is co-directing the DISABILITY ROAD MAP with 
his filmmaker father, Dan Habib, whose landmark 2008 

feature documentary INCLUDING SAMUEL was broadcast 
on public television, translated into 17 languages, and 

continues to be used worldwide as a catalyst for disability 
rights and inclusive education. In that film, Dan focused 
on Samuel’s elementary school years and their family’s 
fight for his educational and social inclusion. In recent 

years, Samuel and Dan have continued to document his 
coming-of-age story nearly every day.

« c o - d i r e c t o r s »

Dan films Samuel in 2007 for INCLUDING SAMUEL



As youth with disabilities become 
adults, educational and economic 
disparities widen:

» 34% of adults with disabilities, age 
18-64, are employed, compared to 
76% of adults without disabilities;

» the annual median earnings of 
people with disabilities, age 16 
and over, is $23,006, compared 
to $35,070 for people without 
disabilities; and 

» adults with disabilities (age 25 and 
older) are half as likely as adults 
without disabilities to have a college 
degree (10.8% compared to 21.7%).

The authentic perspectives provided by 
Samuel and the people he interviews 
will focus attention on the seven million 
youth with disabilities who, historically, 
have experienced poor academic, 
employment, health, and social 
outcomes.

« u r g e n t  i s s u e s »



« f i n d i n g  a  p a t h  f o r w a r d »

Big questions loom in Samuel’s mind: “Will I be able to leave 
home and live in my own place? How do I start dating? Will I be 
able to transfer to a four-year college? What types of supports 
will I be able to access at work? How can I earn a living without 
losing my benefits?”

The DISABILITY ROAD MAP film will be told from Samuel’s 
point of view, drawing from his 20 years of lived experience. All 
of the voices in the film will be those of people with disabilities, 
and the entire advisory board, and at least half of the 
production and outreach team, will be people with disabilities.



Samuel’s underlying health issues often create roadblocks to achieving his goals and dreams. He takes a multitude of medications 
daily, which cause fatigue and other side effects. His speech requires enormous effort and is hard to understand. He’s had multiple 
surgeries, and countless seizures and hospitalizations.

Samuel recovers from deep brain stimulation surgery in 2019 next 
to his mother, Betsy McNamara, and his service dog, Proton.



Samuel received a lifetime of wisdom from pioneering disability rights advocate and 
author Judy Heumann at her Washington, DC home in February, 2020. 

Over the course of two years, Samuel is 
learning how to navigate his complicated 
transition to adulthood through in-
depth conversations with innovative 
and revolutionary people—each with 
visible and/or invisible disabilities—
about their own transition experiences. 
This thoroughly researched cast of 
groundbreakers live at the intersection 
of disability, race, sexual orientation, and 
gender identity.

Poignant moments of these filmed 
exchanges will be brought to life 
through verité footage, archival photos/
videos, and animation. The vivid 
perspectives and lived experiences of 
Samuel’s interview subjects —as well as 
his periodic narration—will be woven 
throughout the compelling story arc of 
Samuel’s transition to adulthood.

« s e e k i n g  w i s d o m »



« i n t e r v i e w s  &  i n t e r s e c t i o n a l i t y »
Samuel is conducting preliminary interviews via Zoom with film subjects in Los Angeles, New York City, Washington, DC, 
Indiana, New Hampshire, and New Jersey. Initial and planned interviews include: Zach Anner (comedian, author, TV personality); 
Lydia X. Z. Brown (disability justice and queer rights advocate, organizer, and writer); Judy Heumann (author, pioneering 
disability rights advocate, Crip Camp star); Najma Johnson (social justice and Deaf rights organizer); Keith Jones (hip-
hop artist, civil rights advocate); Andrew Peterson (competitive runner and Fetal Alcohol Syndrome advocate); Ali Stroker 
(Broadway actress, recent Tony Award winner); Bob Williams (former Commissioner of the Administration on Developmental 
Disabilities); Maysoon Zayid (Palestinian rights advocate, actress, comedian); and Tariq Zubhuza (musician, tattoo artist, mental 
health advocate who was incarcerated for a large portion of his life). Additional interview subjects are being explored.
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« c u r r e n t  r e a l i t i e s »

The film and outreach/educational materials will have a strong focus 
on the disproportionally poor outcomes and low expectations for 
disabled youth of color, which can be seen through a wide spectrum of 
disheartening data, such as:

» Only 3% of Black and Hispanic 12th-grade students with disabilities 
achieved proficiency in reading, while practically none of these 
students achieved proficiency in math.

» Black students who receive special education services are suspended 
and expelled to the most disproportionate degree of all groups of 
students. 

» 85% of incarcerated youth, who are disproportionately people of 
color, have learning and/or emotional disabilities.

» People with intellectual disabilities and developmental disorders are 
three times more likely to die if they have COVID-19.

Two significant social issues—the COVID-19 pandemic and the national 
racial justice protests—will be important elements of the story arc, since 
they spotlight and exacerbate the already poor outcomes experienced 
by people with disabilities, and are currently impacting the trajectory of 
Samuel and the other characters’ journeys.



“When non-disabled people tell our stories, we only get to have three stories: ‘Help me, I’m disabled.’ ‘Cure me.’ Or, ‘Kill 
me.’ We have to tell our own stories. Because when you have more disabled people behind the camera, writing, shooting, 
editing, directing, creating docs like you are, then it won’t be the endless pity party.”

– Maysoon Zayid

“I’m being responsible in a public health crisis. But the running joke, 
which is a sad joke: ‘You want me to be Black with a mask and walk into 

a store? In America?’ In a pandemic, racism is exacerbated. In crises, 
people’s worst tendencies rumble to the surface.”

– Keith Jones



“I feel very, very strongly that we put stories out there that are real, that are authentic, and that include stories around 
sexuality or around relationships because it’s just not represented. At times I feel like I just need to do it for 15-year-old Ali, 

who was looking around for stories like her, and there weren’t any.”

– Ali Stroker

“To be a disability advocate, for me, is not an option. If not us, then who? 
Because for us, as disabled people, we can’t wait for, or rely upon, non-
disabled people to save us. So what motivates me is the knowledge that 
there is still injustice and oppression. And I cannot rest until I end it—until all 
the people that I work in community with together end it.”

– Lydia X. Z. Brown



“It has never been 
more critical for the 
disability community 
to fight and join 
with groups like 
Black Lives Matter. I 
believe any attempt 
to strip any person 
of their self-worth, 
identity, voice, and 
humanity is meant to 
brand them inferior. 
That to me is hate. 
And hate is violence 
that must be called 
out and stopped.”

– Bob Williams

Samuel interviews Bob Williams, the former Commissioner of the Administration on Developmental 
Disabilities, at his Washington, DC home in February, 2020. Both Bob and Samuel use 
communication devices.



As Samuel comes to understand the 
intersection of disability rights with other 
social justice movements, he and Dan are 
capturing his transition to adulthood that 
includes immersion into college life; his 
evolving relationship with his older brother, 
Isaiah; and his choice to undergo an elective, 
nine-hour deep brain stimulation surgery to 
stifle his wildly uncontrollable movements—a 
surgery which, among other things, has 
enabled him to get his first (but not last) 
tattoo.

« d e c i s i v e  m o m e n t s »



Samuel and Dan have been 
documenting his coming-of-age story 
nearly every day in recent years. Dan 
documents Samuel’s life through 
his intimate cinematography and 
photography, while Samuel films his 
first-person point of view via two GoPro 
cameras mounted to his wheelchair.



“Disabled people who 
are men or women, 
with different sexual 
orientations and 
religions and racial 
backgrounds, we’re not 
a monolith of people. 
But we have a unifying 
factor that we call 
‘disability.’ My vision 
for the future is that 
we learn about each 
other more, become 
more emboldened, 
more empowered. I 
talk about it as coming 
together to go apart.”

– Judy Heumann



The DISABILITY ROAD MAP contributes to a longitudinal civil rights movement in which all characters are personally affected and 
invested. Samuel’s voice and co-direction, along with the character profiles, will address a lack of authentic disability representation 
in the media, and focus on the ways we can overcome systemic barriers faced by people with disabilities. By asking timely and 
intimate questions, amplified by a widely distributed documentary film, Samuel will not only navigate his transition years with 
purpose, but become an agent of change for millions of other young adults with disabilities.

« d r i v i n g  s y s t e m i c  c h a n g e »



« THE DISABILITY ROAD MAP »
( w o r k i n g  t i t l e )

Co-Directed by Dan and Samuel Habib   |   Produced by Dan Habib

Lead Support 
comes from:

Samuel Habib is an aspiring filmmaker and community college student. In 2016, he made a 
film about disability rights leader Judith Heumann that was featured in the Breaking Down 
Barriers Film Festival in Moscow, Russia. Samuel was also a story editor on Dan’s nationally 
broadcast film Mr. Connolly Has ALS.

Dan Habib is the Inclusive Communities Project Director at the University of New Hampshire’s 
Institute on Disability (a 501c3 non-profit) and the creator of the nationally broadcast 
documentary films Intelligent Lives, Who Cares About Kelsey? and Including Samuel, as well 
as many other short, disability-related films. From 2014-2017, Dan served on the President’s 
Committee for People with Intellectual Disabilities under President Barack Obama.

Contact: Dan.Habib@unh.edu or 603-848-5301

Support the Inclusive Communities Project 
For donation questions or other ways to give to this project, contact stacy.fender@unh.edu

Constance & Jay 
Mazelsky

Additional Supporters:
Strong Center for  

Developmental Disabilities at the
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