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SPECIFIC ARTICLE 7 EVALUATION & REPORT REQUIREMENTS 

Indiana’s special education rule, Article 7, provides specific requirements for certain evaluation domains 

and educational evaluation report requirements for two specific disability areas – Autism Spectrum 

Disorder and Specific Learning Disabled.  Following is a description of these domains, as well as the specific 

report requirements found in the rule. 

Potentially Problematic Assessment Domains: 

Observations:  There are three types of observations that are listed in Article 7 - an observation of the 

student's speech completed by a speech and language pathologist; an observation of the student in the 

student's learning environment, including the general classroom setting, to document the student's 

academic performance and behavior in the areas of difficulty; and a systematic observation of the student 

across various environments.  

 The first type is clear, and is required only for students being evaluated for a Speech Impairment.   

 The second type of observation is conducted for students evaluated for a Language Impairment or a 

Specific Learning Disability.   

 The final type of observation, a systematic observation across various environments, is completed 

when a student is evaluated for Autism Spectrum Disorder, Blind or Low Vision, Deaf-Blind, 

Developmental Delay or Multiple Disabilities, or Other Health Impairment.  It is critical that both 

requirements, systematic and across various environments, are satisfied.  For additional information 

on completing systematic observations, visit 

http://www.indianaieprc.org/images/IndianaIEPsupp/effectiveeval/resourceseval/FunctionalAcade

micInterventionClassroomObservationPRINTVERSION.pdf.  

Adaptive Behavior: Functional skills or adaptive behavior across various environments from multiple 

sources is a required area of assessment for many different eligibility areas.  This area requires multiple 

people to provide information about the student’s functioning across different environments.  This is 

usually satisfied by getting input from a teacher and from a parent to compare the student’s skills in the 

school and home setting.  If information is not available from a source, it is the responsibility of the 

evaluation team to find another source to gain information across environments. 

                           

http://www.indianaieprc.org/images/IndianaIEPsupp/effectiveeval/resourceseval/FunctionalAcademicInterventionClassroomObservationPRINTVERSION.pdf
http://www.indianaieprc.org/images/IndianaIEPsupp/effectiveeval/resourceseval/FunctionalAcademicInterventionClassroomObservationPRINTVERSION.pdf
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Statement From a Physician:  If an organic cause is the suspected cause of the speech impairment, a 
statement from a physician with an unlimited license describing the student's medical needs; and any 
consequent limitations to communication training.   
 
This area of assessment is sometimes confusing for team members, especially those using Indiana IEP.  
In the IIEP system, this area is listed as “Motor and Sensory Abilities: a statement form a physician if an 
organic cause suspected.”  This is only required for students evaluated for a Speech Impairment and 
should be completed by the Speech Language Therapist. 
 
Educational Evaluation Report Requirements for ASD and SLD 
 
Autism Spectrum Disorder: 
For a student with the suspected disability of autism spectrum disorder, the educational evaluation 
report must include the results of the multidisciplinary team's assessments, observations, and 
collection of information as aligned to the characteristics of autism spectrum disorder.  This means that 
the multidisciplinary team should use the current diagnostic criteria for Autism Spectrum Disorder and 
include in the report the results of the evaluation as they align with these criteria. 
 
Specific Learning Disability: 
There are many requirements for the written report after an evaluation for a Specific Learning 
Disability. The educational evaluation report must include the following:  

 For a student who has participated in a process that assesses the student's response to 
scientific, research based interventions the report must include documentation of previous 
parent notification of intervention as described in 511 IAC 7-40-2(f).  

 For all students evaluated for SLD, the report must contain a synthesis of the required 
educational evaluation components in 511 IAC 7-41-12 in relationship to the following:  

 Whether the student does not achieve adequately for the student's age or to meet 
state grade level standards in one (1) or more of the areas identified in 511 IAC 7-41-
12(a)(1) when provided with learning experiences and instruction appropriate for the 
student's age or state grade level standards; and meets either of the following criteria:  

The student does not make sufficient progress to meet age or state grade level 
standards in one (1) or more of the areas identified in 511 IAC 7-41-12(a)(1) 
when using a process based on the student's response to scientific, research 
based intervention.  OR 
The student exhibits a pattern of strengths and weaknesses in performance or 
achievement, or both, relative to age, state grade level standards, or intellectual 
development, that is determined by the multidisciplinary team to be relevant to 
the identification of a specific learning disability. 
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A report for a student evaluated for SLD must also include the effects of any of the following factors on 
the student's achievement:  

 Visual, hearing, or motor disability.  

 Cognitive disability.  

 Emotional disturbance.  

 Cultural factors.  

 Environmental or economic disadvantage.  

 Limited English proficiency.  
 
The report must also indicate whether the multidisciplinary team believes the student has a specific 
learning disability and the basis for having that opinion. Each member of the multidisciplinary team 
must certify in writing whether the educational evaluation report reflects the member's opinion. If the 
report does not reflect the member's opinion, the member must submit a separate statement 
presenting the member's opinion. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               

 

 

 


