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Initial Educational Evaluations for Students Transitioning from First Steps 
Ed 

Background  
 

 Schools must make a free appropriate public education available to any student with a 
disability beginning at age three (3). 

 Students receiving early intervention services through the First Steps program may qualify as 

a student with a disability upon turning three (3). 

 Article 7 requires schools to establish, maintain, and implement policies and procedures to 
make sure that students who are in First Steps who are determined eligible for special 
education, have a smooth transition from one service program to the other. 

Collaboration  
 

 Public schools help ensure a smoother transition for students by collaborative efforts with 
First Steps. 

 With approval from the parent, a representative from the school may be invited to 
participate in transition planning conferences convened by First Steps for the student. 

 At least six (6) months before the student turns three (3), and with parental consent, First 
Steps must provide the school with the student’s most recent Individual Family Service Plan, 
family service plan report, and any evaluation reports.  

Educational Evaluation  
 

 In order to evaluate a student transitioning from First Steps, the school must obtain written 
parental consent. 

 The evaluation must be completed and a case conference convened, so that if the student is 
found eligible for special education and related services, the Individualized Education Plan 
(IEP) is developed and services are implemented by the student’s third birthday (see the next 
section regarding summer birthdays). 
 

Individualized Education Plan (IEP)  
 

 If a student is determined to be eligible for special education and related services, the IEP 
must be developed so that services can begin by the student’s third birthday. 

 If the student will turn three during the summer,  
o the case conference committee may determine that the student requires extended 

school year services during the summer months. The IEP would include these 
services. - or 

o the case conference committee may determine that the student does not require 
extended school year services during the summer.  The IEP should document this 
decision and corresponding discussion and specify services that will begin at the 
beginning of the next school year. 

 When developing the IEP, the case conference committee must consider the student’s 
Individualized Family Service Plan, along with the general and special factors required for all 
other IEPs.  
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