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Discipline and Manifestation Determinations 

 

           

                               

                           

Students with disabilities are expected to follow the school rules established for all students.  All students should 

be taught behavioral expectations for the school environment.  Students with disabilities may need additional 

instruction in order to understand rules and consequences.   All students may be disciplined when they violate 

school rules, but Article 7 provides for specific procedural safeguards around the discipline of students with 

disabilities. 

Removals 

 Removal for any part of the day is a day of removal, unless it is a short-term removal pursuant to the 

student’s IEP. 

 Suspension is a removal. 

 In-school suspension may be a removal unless the student: 

o has the opportunity to progress in the general education curriculum; 

o receives the special education services that are in the IEP; and 

o participates with nondisabled students to the extend the student would have in the current 

placement. 

 If transportation is part of the student’s IEP, a bus suspension is a removal unless alternative transportation 

is provided. 

 A public agency is not required to provide services to a student with a disability during any of the first ten 

(10) cumulative instructional days of removal in a school year, for violating a code of student conduct, if 

services are not provided to a nondisabled student who has been similarly removed. 

Change of placement 

 If a student is removed from more than 10 consecutive days, this constitutes a change of placement. 

 If a student is removed from more than 10 cumulative days, the public agency must determine whether a 

change of placement has occurred. 

 When a change of placement has occurred: 

o The public agency must notify the parent and send a copy of the Notice of Procedural Safeguards. 

o This is supposed to happen on the day the decision is made to make the removal that would lead to 

the change of placement. 

o If this is not able to happen, it must be mailed not later than the following business day. 

o A manifestation determination meeting is scheduled and conducted within 10 instructional days of 

the decision to remove a student which results in a change of placement. 
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Manifestation Determination 

Article 7 defines manifestation determination as an evaluative process conducted by the student’s CCC, in 

accordance with 511 IAC 7-44-5, to determine whether the conduct in question was: 

 caused by or had a direct and substantial relationship to the student’s disability; or  

 the direct result of the public agency’s failure to implement the student’s IEP. 

At the Manifestation Determination Meeting 

 All relevant information is reviewed 

 This is to determine if the student’s conduct was: 

o caused by or had a direct and substantial relationship to the student’s disability, or 

o was the direct result of the public agency’s failure to implement the student’s IEP. 

 If either of these situations are true, the conduct is a manifestation of the student’s disability. 

 If the conduct was the direct result of the public agency’s failure to implement the student’s IEP: 

o Fix this right away – take steps to remedy the issue. 

 If the conduct was a manifestation of the student’s disability (for either reason): 

o Conduct an FBA and implement a BIP 

o If either have already been completed, review and determine if changes need to occur. 

o Return the student to the placement they were removed from, unless the parent and public 

agency agree to a change of placement as part of the modification of the BIP. 

 If the CCC determines that conduct was not a manifestation of the disability: 

o School may proceed with disciplinary procedures applied to all students. 

o CCC should determine appropriate services needed to enable the student to: 

 continue to participate in the gen education curriculum (although in another setting); 

 progress toward meeting the goals set out in the student’s IEP; and 

 receive, as appropriate, an FBA assessment and behavioral intervention services and 

modifications that are designed to address the behavior violation so that it does not 

recur. 

Exceptions 

 When a student has been removed to an interim alternative educational setting (IAES) (45 or less 

instructional days) due to carrying a weapon to school or possessing a weapon, knowingly possessing or 

using illegal drugs or selling/soliciting the sale of a controlled substance, or inflicting serious bodily injury 

upon another person 

 A manifestation determination is conducted, but the student remains in the IAES regardless of whether 

there is a manifestation relationship. 
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Communication and Clarity is Critical 

 Administrators must keep Teachers of Record (TOR) in the loop about discipline in order to be compliant 

with timelines, paperwork, etc.   

 Days of removal need to be counted accurately. 

 TORs need to be aware when their students are in ISS in order to provide services. 

 TORs and other providers need to be aware of any disciplinary issues early enough to intervene. 

 

Information for Case Conference Committee Members 

 Bring data to the meeting – academic and behavioral data. 

 Bring specific data related to where you have and have not observed the behavior and what has been 

attempted in the past to help prevent the behavior. 

 Bring specific information about the student’s disability and what characteristics are seen in the 

classroom. 

 

Information for Teachers of Record 

 Establish good communication with your administrator. 

o Find out early when there are issues. 

o Be the first to know when your student gets sent to the office. 

o Make sure your administrator is aware of the student’s BIP (if applicable). 

 Keep everyone on the same page. 

o Disseminate the student’s IEP or IEP At-a-Glance to all relevant staff. 

o Make sure staff understand their responsibilities for implementing the IEP. 

o If there is a BIP, make sure staff clearly understand all steps. 

o Educate other staff on what constitutes a removal. 

 Intervene early. 

o For mild behavior problems, address through interventions or a behavior goal. 

o Consider doing an FBA earlier than at the point of manifestation determination. 

o Consult your school psychologist, behavior specialist, or Emotional Disabilities teacher. 

o Always be thinking about the question in the IEP: “Does the student’s behavior interfere with the 

student’s learning or the learning of others?”  If the answer is yes, complete an FBA and convene 

a conference to implement a BIP. 

 


